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We are looking forward to our new building
becoming a reality. We have much work
ahead of us. There will be a lot of decisions
that need to be made. Decisions about
specifics of building, changes in
membership, and exactly how the club is
going to grow. As the new commodore, I
am humbly grateful to be a part of this great
opportunity. This opportunity is made
possible, in part, by the Irish Boat Shop's
generous support. We are looking forward
to working in partnership with Irish to
create a building that will be a positive
contribution to our club and to the
Charlevoix community as a whole.
The Charlevoix Yacht Club has a unique
character. It is that character and many
hours of work by commodores, board
members, and volunteers that has brought
us to where we are today. We owe today's
opportunities to those that have gone before
us. We must be diligent to stay true to that
character.

Planning Commission Approves
New Club Building Plans
Richard Hodgson II

It’s an exciting time for Charlevoix Yacht Club.
As our membership is aware, we’ve been
working through the possibility of a new yacht
club facility for years. Some significant
milestones have been reached and this resumed
Binnacle presents a timely opportunity to
update the membership about this effort.
A genuinely beautiful design for the building
has been created by Andre Poineau that
includes dedicated club space, events space,
marina facilities, and storage. Design input
was incorporated from many members and
professionals such that club needs now, and in
the future, should be nicely accommodated.
The view will be magnificent.
Steps toward groundbreaking are in progress.
The proposed site plan went before the City of
Charlevoix's Planning Commission on
February 11th and was approved. Detailed
architectural work is in progress while
materials, estimates, and project management
details have been roughed out by Miller,
Poineau and Naumes construction.
Fundraising is in progress with the creation of
CYC Partners LLC to fund and own the
(continued on page 2)
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Elevations
Lakeside/Dockside
Club” is a category for renewing members who joined
building in the near term. In doing so, this corporation
will act similar to the old CYC Corp that was created and before December 15, 2017.
used to obtain CYC’s current location. The long term
Sustaining Membership. A “Sustaining” Membership is
plan is for CYC to take over ownership of the club and
also a full social membership for an individual or a
events spaces.
couple, with racing eligibility, however, the volunteering
The generous and enthusiastic support of several
members and Irish Boat Shop continue to make this
project possible as does the commitment of the CYC
board. The Clubhouse Committee is busy navigating the
complex issues that surround making Irish Boat Shop’s
Ferry Avenue location a shared multi-use site. If you
would like to be involved, please contact Commodore
Bob Grove. Look for updates of the progress of this
project in future Binnacle issues and on our website.

Membership
Streetside

Terry Walkington

Becoming a member of Charlevoix Yacht Club is a ticket
to year round fun with other boating enthusiasts on the
water and on shore. If you are interested in learning more
about becoming a member or upgrading your
membership please visit our website, stop in to the club
on a Friday night, or email
membership@charlevoixyachtclub.org.
Currently we offer four types of memberships. Following
you will find details of each type of membership.
Club Membership. A “Club” Membership is a full social
membership for an individual or a couple, with racing
eligibility. It includes all mailings, reciprocity at
participating Yachting Club of America (YCOA) clubs,
and 2 sheets of beverage coupons if renewed each year by
December 15th. The Club continues to thrive as a
volunteer organization, so volunteering is expected in any
of several committees and/or for Friday night hosting
opportunities. Sailboat racing fees are extra. “Founding

requirement is waived in appreciation of these members’
additional financial support of all CYC activities. A
Sustaining Membership includes all mailings, reciprocity
at participating YCOA clubs, 2 sheets of beverage
coupons if renewed each year by December 15th. Sailboat
racing fees are extra. “Founding Sustaining” is a category
for renewing members who joined before December 15,
2017. Dues are typically twice Club membership rates.
Associate Membership. An “Associate Membership” is
only for 18, 19, & 20 year-old individuals (at the time of
application) who are not otherwise in a family
membership. It includes voting privileges, mailings, and
CYC race eligibility. Associate members cannot purchase
alcoholic beverages at the bar. Dues are typically ½ Club
membership rates.
Crew Limited. A “Crew Limited” membership is a
limited membership designed for individuals crewing on
a member’s boat for races. Crew membership provides
accessibility to CYC only on Wednesday race nights and
sailing events during the race season (May to October). A
Crew Limited member may purchase bar tickets and will
receive most mailings. The dues are minimal and there is
no reciprocity extended to other clubs or free beverage
coupons. Crew membership is for one person. Guests
visiting the CYC three or more times are expected to
become members and cannot purchase any beverage
coupons until they do so.
New Member Notes. An Initiation Fee is added for new
“Sustaining” and “Club” Memberships, if over age 30.
Also, a Temporary Membership, including all rights and
privileges, will be issued upon receipt of any valid
completed application and appropriate dues for new
members. Applications are then presented at the next full
meeting of the CYC Board for final consideration and
approval or denial. Active members can vote in the
election in the fall each year. New members who join in
the fall and don’t race will receive credentials and may
begin using the club, but have active memberships for the
following calendar year. The Board may limit the
number of new memberships from time to time.
Associate, Club, and Sustaining members may reserve
and rent the facility for personal functions after being
members in good standing for two years.
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J/22 Fleet Plans

Will Harrison

Tom Barnes

Welcome to the first installment of “So…You Bought a
Boat…”. Last fall, my partner Jenny and I bought our first
boat. In this Binnacle feature we hope to chronicle the
highs, lows, and in-betweens of new boat ownership. The
goal is to share knowledge, share the thrill, and perhaps
help current boat owners reminisce about that fateful day
they bought their first boat.

Your J/22 Fleet (Fleet 45) is active and on the grow! We
have 7 local boats and get seasonal participation from
Tawas City and the Warrior Sailing boat from Traverse
City. Our schedule includes:
·
Wednesday Night Racing

There are many clichés and sayings surrounding boats.
There is the acronym “Break Out Another Thousand”.
Many have no doubt heard of the “hole in the water into
which you throw money” or the comments concerning
the two happiest days in a boat owner’s life. So, why
would anyone really want to own one? Chances are, if you
are reading this, you have a ‘thing’ for boats. Somewhat
akin to catching a disease, this ‘boat thing’ has no known
cure, and, much like a tropical malady, the vaccine is
made from the disease itself. Surrounding yourself with
boating accouterments, boats themselves, and most
importantly other boaters is the only way to control it.
But, eventually, the bug bites hard, and you suddenly find
yourself with a title, a registration, and a freighter’s bilge
worth of questions.

·
J/22 North Americans June 18-23 Lake Wayzata,
MN with Tom Barnes, Stan Carroll, Lexie Barnes and
Caroline DuBois Webber. We are eager for more boats
to sign up!

In our opinion, the most important thing a new boat
owner can do is find a boating community. Whether it be
a yacht club such as our own CYC, a less formalized group
of friends who all own and use boats, or online resources,
finding a support network is vital to making your initial
boat-owning experience a positive one. In fact, our
boating community was the launching ramp for testing
the waters of ownership. We were in a mindset of “at least
two years before we get our own boat”. After all, standard
wisdom says the best boat is an OPB…Other People’s
Boat! So, there we were, happily crewing and enjoying the
benefits of the boating community without the perceived
issues of boat ownership. Then someone at the club said,
“I know of someone who is just about giving away a
Pearson 26”. And so it begins…

·
Hosting at CYC on Friday, March 15th for a preseason tips and tuning discussion.

Women’s One Design Regatta – in the planning
·
stages, see Morgan Henninger for more information.
·
Arena Sailing and Cranberry Cup on Sundays in
October and November in Round Lake.
·
Fleet 45 has been asked to host the 2019 Michigan
J/22 Championship (10-20 boats likely), and we are
looking for possible dates and support.
We have many crew positions open. We are looking for
a skipper on one boat for the entire season and a second
skipper for Spring, Fall, and Arena. If you are interested
in taking one of the boats, contact me for details at
tfbarnes@charter.net.. The costs are minimal to use one
of the fleet boats, and used boats can be found in the
range of $6000-12,000. CYC has three great platforms
for racing, the J/22, P-26 and Melges 24. Of these the
J/22 is the most economical, has the biggest fleet and is a
great boat for everything from learning to sail through
top level racing.

Upcoming Club Events
The club is open every Friday 1800 - 2100 (6 - 9 PM)
March 1: 4th Annual Mardi Gras Bash hosted by Stan
and Jennifer Carroll. Join us for beads, Stan's famous
gumbo, Cory's corn bread, Val's fabulous King Cake and
much more! Costumes Optional, masks encouraged!
March 8: Meet the Commodore. An informal Q & A
session and potluck meal is planned.
March 15: Pre-season tips and tuning discussion, hosted
by Fleet 45.
Charlevoix Yacht Club Board of Directors meets the
2nd Monday of every month 1830 (6:30 PM)
May 1:
Skipper's Meeting - Cocktails and racing information.
May 13:
1st Race of the Spring Series
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Sail Charlevoix Announces 2019 Classes

Stan Carroll

Sail Charlevoix is announcing a full selection of summer
sailing classes for children and adults for our northern
Michigan community and visitors. The school has close
ties to the Charlevoix Yacht Club and is dedicated to
growing the next generation of sailors.
Please join us whether you want to ensure your family
members learn to sail, improve your own racing skills,
gain access to Lake Charlevoix via our Depot Beach rack
storage or help support our program. Lessons include a
range of hands on sailing and weekly sailing trips to local
Lake Charlevoix beaches. Director and CYC member Stan
Carroll is excited to welcome back a veteran staff of
talented and dedicated instructors who are ready to share
their love of sailing with children and teenagers from
eight to eighteen years. Flexible schedules are offered for
adults.
Many of the school’s high school and college age
instructors grew up sailing in the program and bring a
range of passion and expertise. A group of instructors
crew on several different boats in the Charlevoix Yacht
Club Wednesday evening races and compete in CYC
regattas throughout the summer and fall.
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Sail Charlevoix is dedicated to making the experience of
sailing available to students of all income ranges. The
generous support of our community, donors and
volunteers allows us to keep costs low and performance
high. A recent fundraising effort to replace loaner life
jackets for students’ safety is an ongoing success. Irish
Boat Shop is graciously partnering with Sail Charlevoix
to replace aging jackets. Our goal is to raise $4,000; we
are 75% toward our goal.
Sail Charlevoix 2019 sessions start in June from the City
Marina in downtown Boyne City. The Charlevoix
sessions start in July and operate from the north end of
Depot Beach. We also proudly participate with our
students in the Boyne City July 4 parade and
Charlevoix’s Venetian Parade.
For more information please ask any of the CYC
members involved with the school, see our web site,
sailcharlevoix.com, and follow us on Facebook and
Instagram.

Polar Vortex No Match For
Super Bowl Party

Christine Abbey

It may have been cold and snowy outside but the Super
Bowl party hosted by the Abbey’s warmed up club
Sail Charlevoix’s roots go back more than three decades. members inside on February 1st. Food, games, prizes and
lots of participants added together to make for a most
Many Charlevoix Yacht Club members are on the staff
and Board of Directors. In addition to Stan Carroll, Diane enjoyable evening. The 4 guests in attendance experienced
Allen is Program Administrator and oversees registration, a most warm welcome from club members and one guest
social media and works closely with parents and families. even won a game prize. Hosting a Friday night is not only
fun to do but adds to the Friday evening experience. Sign
Board members include Tom Barnes, President; Andy
Allen, Secretary; John Friedly, Treasurer and Dan Tosch, up on the club website to host an evening today. You will
be glad you did!
Marketing Director and Web Master.
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The 49th Red Fox Regatta

Jim Abbey - CYC Red Fox Regatta Chairman

Power Boat Cruise News
Max Carthew

Although the snow is still deep in Northern Michigan we can
still dream and plan for cruising this summer. Bob Fawcett,
Laurel Rosen, and Max Carthew have been sketching out
plans for two possible longer cruises starting July 2019.
Georgian Bay has been in our sights for a few years and this
year we hope to pass through the North Channel and venture
into the Bay. Door County Wisconsin is another possible
destination suggested by Bob who knows those waters well.
This would give us an opportunity to visit some new places
along the northern shore of Lake Michigan.
As in the past we plan to set up rendezvous points with dates
where any club members who may be in the area can meet up.
This way both sail and power fleets can combine for cruise
parties which are always fun. Pictures are from our 2015 joint

cruise to the North Channel.

Planning is under way! We plan on hosting the NUCORE
Regatta on Friday, August 30, 2019 followed by the Red Fox
Regatta on Saturday, August 31 and Sunday, September 1,
2019. This is the biggest fund raiser for the club. Planning
has begun with caterer, music, and reservation of Veterens'
Park in Boyne City for the Saturday party already
confirmed. In March you will be able to register your boat
on www.yachtscoring.com. We hope you will register early
as this helps us with the dock-age and party planning. As
always, to be successful will require support from our CYC
member volunteers. The following committee chairmen are
already working on their respective projects.
Chairperson

Committee

Race Committee
Mike Miller / Keith Attee
Sponsers
Jerry Seymour
Clothing
Beth Uehlein
Special Liquor Licenses
Stan Carroll
Race Buoys
John Kunitzer
Boyne
City
Dockage
Max Carthew
Fri & Skippers' Meeting Food
Lynn Smolenyak
Finance
Mark Piere
Committees still in need of a chairperson include; Volunteer
Recruiting & Management and Sunday Awards Setup. There
are many volunteers positions open. As we get closer to the
event we will post a sign up sheet at the club. You may also
contact me at jbabbey1@yahoo.com or any of our
Committee Chairpersons to get involved. Your support will
be greatly appreciated.

Editor's Note:
Jenny Bednar

Hopefully this issue of the Binnacle has piqued your
interest in the Charlevoix Yacht Club. Please also visit
our website www.charlevoixyachtclub.org, "like" us on
Facebook, and stop by the club. You may reach the editor
directly by emailing binnacle@charlevoixyachtclub.org.
A big thank you to all of this issue's contributors: Bob
Grove, Richard Hodgeson II, Terry Walkington, Stan
Carroll, Will Harrison, Tom Barnes, Jim Abbey, Chris
Abbey, and Max Carthew. Thank you also to Christopher
Lamb for layout ideas and Jennifer Carroll for editorial
support and tons of encouragement.
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