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Welcome to issue number two of the reborn Binnacle. The first issue was a huge success, and I
would like to thank Jenny Bednar and all the other contributors for doing such a fantastic job.
Circulating a hard copy of the Binnacle in addition to an online presence is a great way to
disseminate news about our yacht club.
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Bob Grove

Our new building for the Charlevoix Yacht Club is progressing fast. About 90% of the
drawings and engineering are complete. One big hurdle was overcome when the plan was
passed through the planning commission on February 11. It has been about five years since
Dave Irish of the Irish Boat Shop organization first made the offer to build a new building for
the Charlevoix Yacht Club on the waterfront. Having been on the CYC Board of Directors and
involved in this process for the last five years, I personally feel it was very important for our
board to take advantage of this generous offer. Even though our final plan is not yet 100%
complete, we have made much progress and are getting very close.
Many of you have questions about the financial arrangements making this move possible. The
biggest problem for the “Yacht Club building committee” was figuring out how to build the
new facility without encumbering the club with any financial risk. It was decided that a new
LLC would be formed called CYC Partners. The new LLC will be comprised only of CYC
members willing to contribute to the funding of the new facility and will be responsible for any
debt necessary for construction. The new LLC will own both the first-floor event rental space
and the second-floor members-only CYC club space. The Irish Boat Shop organization will
own and operate the area used for boaters in the marina. This area will consist of showers,
bathrooms, and a boater’s lounge.
In all of this, one thing very important to the CYC Partners is that ownership of the building
will be transferred to the yacht club after all debt has been paid and CYC Partners has been
compensated for their investment. Excess funds from the rental of the first-floor event space
will go toward this purpose.
As you can see, the CYC Board of Directors has many very important decisions in it’s future. I
encourage anyone with an interest in what is happening to attend a board meeting and stay in
close touch with board members. We need the support of members like you to make the final
push and get this building done.
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Sailing Race Committee News
Keith Attee

Joining is the first step towards preparing for the boating
season!

The 2019 Race season is quickly approaching. The race
schedule and race information is available on the web
site www.CharlevoixYachtClub.org. A skippers meeting
Not just CYC, which you can join as an owner or crew
member, but also the class or handicapping organizations that is scheduled for Wednesday May 1st. Please join us and
sign up for racing. We rely on your early registration so
support our sailing habits. Right after paying your CYC dues,
be sure to join US. Sailing. The benefits include supporting our that we can establish fleets. The spring series starts on
May 15th. The No Boundaries race (chairman needed)
national governing body, the most recent Racing Rules of
Sailing, membership card, discounts on regatta entry fees, and and Northport race are on the schedule but have not
some great stickers for your luggage, car, forehead or wherever been confirmed. That’s right Northport! Chris Shadek,
from Summer Daze, missed the race so much he has
you want to declare your sailing enthusiasm.
agreed to be the Chairman and bring it back to life.
Next, join the class association or forum for your boat or boats Please plan to sail to Northport and support Chris. We
(links below). Joining the J22 class association allows you to
are titling this a Race/Cruise.
race at regional or national events, access to forum
information, post boats and equipment to buy or sell and once Last fall the race committee approached the Board of
Directors and questioned what the next step should be
again…stickers!
regarding the Race Committee boat. The boat needs
Streetside
Racing PHRF (Performance Handicap Rating Factor)? This is some mechanical work and new canvas if we are going
the organization that sets the handicap so different boats can
to continue using it. It’s questionable if this is a good
complete in the same fleet. While many of us chafe at paying
investment and I think most agree its time for a “new”
for a handicap certificate that isn’t required for all races, at
boat. There is an active search going on for a new
some point you need to help pay the cost of maintaining this
committee boat. If you have a perfect boat you would
rating system. Join, get your cert and then renew when it feels like to donate (or sell) let us know.
like you should. (They should offer some stickers and maybe
Be safe, play nice, and have fun. See you on the water.
we’d feel better about it!)
Joining is a great first step, but don't stop there. Every one of
these organizations is a not-for-profit run for your benefit by
volunteers! See what you can do to help. Become a regional
fleet captain, become a class measurer, work on hosting a
regatta. Your club, class and related associations need your
enthusiastic support.
Become a CYC Member:
http://www.charlevoixyachtclub.org/membership/become-amember.html
Register with US Sailing:
https://www.ussailing.org/membership/
J22 Class Membership:
http://www.regattanetwork.com/membermgmt/J22/
membership_registration_start.php
Pearson Owners Forum:
https://www.pearson323.com/forum/index.php?
PHPSESSID=f97e8a4e2de43a287172e78b2044bc7b;ww
w Redirect;action=register
Melges 24 Class:
https://usmelges24.com/join
Lake Michigan Performance Handicap Racing Fleet: https://
lmphrf.org/

Sail Charlevoix Enrollment Summer 2019

Stan Carroll

Registration for a full selection
of summer sailing classes with
Sail Charlevoix is open and
youth enrollment is already
growing over last year.
Please join us whether you
want to ensure your family
members learn to sail, improve
your own racing skills, gain access to Lake Charlevoix
via our Depot Beach rack storage, or help support our
program. Lessons include a range of hands-on sailing
and weekly sailing trips to local Lake Charlevoix
beaches for children and teenagers from eight to
eighteen years. Flexible schedules are offered for adults.
For more information please see our web site,
sailcharlevoix.com, follow us on Facebook and
Instagram, or ask any of our CYC members: Director
Stan Carroll, Board President Tom Barnes, board
members Andy Allen, Lynn Smolenyak, Tom Ochs,
Registrar Diane Allen.

May / June 2019

Charlevoix Yacht Club Binnacle

page 3

Saving Ferry Beach

Jenny Bednar

On March 22 Beaver Island Boat Company made the front page of the
Charlevoix Courier with their intention to move their operations to the Ferry
Beach Boat Launch. The article indicated that the City of Charlevoix would
pursue a USDA grant to fund the engineering of a new pier that could
accommodate the larger boats used in the ferry’s service. The nearby parking
area and current Public Works Facility across the street would also be reconfigured.
A number of CYC members voiced concerns including: safety for sailing
school students and others in the ferry’s path, the dramatic change to the
shoreline and use of the park, and the logistical impact to the launch.
City of Charlevoix Mayor Luther Kurtz was invited to the CYC April 8 board meeting. He listened intently to our members and
offered insight from the City's perspective. Board member Christopher Lamb made a motion that the CYC not support the
BIBCO move. Jim Abbey seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.
During the following week, several CYC members rallied with leaders from Lake Charlevoix Association, the Trout
Tournament, Pine Lake Club, and many individuals. A campaign of letter writing, direct conversations, and social media
presence followed.
On April 17 the Petoskey New Review reported that the Charlevoix City Council met April 15 with a standing room only
audience. The Council voted in favor of: requiring a referendum before changes to the BIBCo lease, conducting a feasibility
study, and withdrawing their bid for the USDA grant. It is encouraging that the City is responding to our community’s voices.
We are hopeful that a solution that benefits everyone will be found by working together.

JOIN THE DRAGON BOAT RACES

Jennifer Carroll

You may have heard the second annual Dragon Boat Festival is planned off Ferry Beach
Aug. 3, 2019. Dragon boat races are a rapidly growing sport combining ancient Chinese
traditions, competition on colorful boats, optional costumes, and team fun. Last
summer’s first event captured attention in Charlevoix with about 20-25 boats competing, food and festivities near
Ferry Beach. Anyone can watch the rehearsals on Lake Charlevoix a couple days before the event.
Each boat has teams of 20 people competing rowing-style on boats 46 feet long. All also have a drummer to keep
time. Last year’s teams included groups from St. Mary’s Church, Charlevoix Pool, Charlevoix State Bank, Charlevoix
Public Library, Challenge Fitness and more.
CYC members can learn more from this link at the Charlevoix Circle of Arts, www.charlvoixdragonfestival.org.
Please reach out to Jennifer Carroll if you want to join a growing CYC contingent competing in the race,
jennifercarroll8@gmail.com. It costs $75 each to compete and promises to be fun. Fliers will soon be available at the
CYC. The event is a fundraiser for the Circle of Arts, you’ll see and hear more in local media and at area events as
summer nears.
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So…You Bought a Boat…
Will Harrison

In Spring a livelier iris changes on the burnish’d dove. In Spring
a young man’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love.

Welcome the second installment of SYBB, and the first
column of Spring! The opening quote is from Alfred,
Lord Tennyson’s poem “Locksley Hall”. If you have ever
read the entire poem, you will quickly realize the young
man in the poem would have been far better off turning
his thoughts to boats! While Spring is the season in which
boating anticipation grows the strongest, Tennyson raises
a point which must be one of the Prime Directives of boat
ownership: “Are you and your boating partner(s) ‘boat
compatible’?”
Long before you attend your first boat show, or browse
Craigslist with willful intent, you must determine the
level of boat compatibility present in the future boating
partnership. What is ‘boat compatibility’, you ask? Before
we define it, let me reiterate how this one thing could be
the difference between sailing into the sunset of your
dreams or grounding hard on the reef of reality. Simply
put, unless you are going completely solo in your boat
ownership endeavor, there must be a clear understanding
between you and any other persons involved in owning,
using, and maintaining the boat.
There are many types of relationships; married, domestic
partner, familial, close friends, business partnerships.
There are just as many ways to approach owning a boat.
In most cases, the decision to buy a boat will directly
affect one or more of the relationships you have. Since a
relationship is the easiest type of ship to sink, make sure
the boat-buying decision is shipshape. Also, before you
buy, make sure all boat users can get along on a boat!
A boat is a unique place where small differences in
personality can be magnified 100x or more. Be it power
boat or sail, multiple people occupying approximately
700 cubic feet of usable space for several hours can bring
out the worst in almost any relationship. Add the stress of
poor weather,broken gear, lack of preparation in terms of
food, water, clothing etc, or a medical situation, and
things can become downright ugly. Couples or friends
who constantly bicker on dry land may find themselves at
wit’s end trapped on a small floating plastic island, where
the furthest they can get away is the distance from the
helm to the bow pulpit. And, once out on the boat, you
need to get back…with everyone you left
with…no options.

You also must be compatible on the financial end of
things. You may both (or all) greatly enjoy the use of the
boat, but what happens when it is time to ‘break out
another thousand’? Did you both agree in the first place
on purchase and financing of the boat? No? Then you
may find it tough to navigate waves of ongoing financial
drain a boat creates in its wake. No one can predict the
true cost of ownership for any boat; it is important to be
on the same page with your partner(s) before you buy
and have a plan all have agreed upon.
Jenny and I had discussed the financial aspects of
possibly owning a boat early in our relationship. We
had sailed on the same boat together a few times, once
just the two of us. Because we had established our ‘boat
compatibility’, we were able to take advantage of an
incredible ownership opportunity. Boat compatibility
will make each Spring a joyous time of anticipation you
will grow to love.
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Jennifer Carroll

Charlevoix Yacht Club members know how to let the good
times roll. Our Mardi Gras celebration had all the wonders
of New Orleans with Stan Carroll’s Louisiana gumbo, Val
Whaley’s King Cake, Cory Baker’s cornbread, dazzling
costumes, endless masks & beads.

Summer Cruise Plans
Max Carthew, Robert Fawcett, Laurel Rosen

Your Cruise planners have set up dates for the planned
longer cruises as follows:
Local Shakedown Cruise to Northport:
June 7th to 9th 2019.
North Channel and Georgian Bay Cruise:
June 28th to July 26th.
Door County Cruise:
August 5th to August 17th.

A Nerf gun championship was a highlight with high stakes
prizes. First place went to Paul Gregor, second and third to
John Ochs and Ann Gregor.

We have been thinking about how to coordinate
summer cruises for members who want to explore new
places or just hang out at certain destination on a
weekend. One idea we have put into place is a Facebook
closed group called "CYC Float Plan". Unlike the
Charlevoix Yacht Club Facebook page, which is public,
CYC Float Plan posts are only visible to the members of
the group. If you'd like to join in the fun, search for
"CYC Float Plan" on Facebook and click the "Join"
button. You may also request an invite via email. Please
send your request to binnacle@charlevoixyachtclub.org.
Some ideas for local cruises or destinations include:
Oyster Bay, Harbor Springs bay or Marina, and Boyne
bay or Marina. We are looking forward to hearing your
ideas as well !
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PO Box 522
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Clothing Design Contest for the 2019 Red Fox Regatta!

?
2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Send your design (sketch) to Beth Uehlein, buehlein@gmail.com or Jim Abbey,
jbabbey1@yahoo.com.
Entries must be in by June 1, 2019. The winning design will be submitted for use on
clothing (some editing might be done for fit, color, etc.) and the designer will win a $25.00
ticket to the Saturday Boyne City PARTY!!!

