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CYC Partners LLC formation, August 2nd, Left to Right are Bob Grove, Bob Fawcett, Mike Dow, and Rich
Hodgson. John Ochs also participated but was not available for the picture.

Greetings from the Commodore
Bob Grove

Upcoming Club
Events
4FQU : CYC Board Meeting:
special guest Jim Cousino

For the past two years, Commodore Noel Smolenyak and his wife Lynn did a
phenomenal job of putting on the Commodore's Ball at the old Charlevoix Train Depot.
Your current Commodore would like to continue this tradition and has scheduled to
have the third Commodore's Ball at the same location on September 21. You can
purchase your tickets from Holly at the club on Friday or Wednesday nights or contact
any Charlevoix Yacht Club board member. Tickets are $30 each. As in the past, there will
be a dinner catered by the Tap Room, a DJ (because we know you love to dance), and a
cash bar.
Another club member driven success is in the works as plans for construction of our new

Sept 21: Commodore's Ball at CYC clubhouse building on Lake Charlevoix are progressing smoothly. CYC Partners
the Train Depot
LLC has been created and initial funding has occurred to support the start of
Sept 23: Mariner's Board
Meeting
0DU: Last Race of the Fall
Series
0DU: CYC Board Meeting
Oct 20: Arena Racing Begins
- J22's in Round Lake
Sundays
Oct 28: Mainer's Board
Meeting

construction. Permit applications are in progress and groundbreaking is scheduled for
mid-September. It is an exciting time to see this plan coming together.

The building could be available as early as summer 2021, approximately 18 months from
ground breaking. Our contractor will be MPN (Miller, Poineau, and Naumes) and cost is
expected to come in just under $4 Million. There is still a lot of work and additional
fundraising to do to support the project. If you would like to be involved, please contact
Rich Hodgson, Stan Carroll, or Commodore Bob Grove.
In other club news, Max Carthew has arranged for Jim Cousino to attend our next board
meeting on September 9th at 6:30pm to give a presentation regarding the Philips
Heartstart AED. Jim provides high level EMS training in Northern Michigan and has
also offered to arrange CPR and related training for our people. We are hoping to
develop a membership core group who will know how to respond to a heart emergency.
If you are interested in the upcoming training sessions please contact Max.

The club is open every Friday While working on preparations for this year's Commodore's Ball and our other fall plans,
6PM - 9PM
yet again my appreciation grows for all the volunteer work that goes into making our

club a success. Thank you and keep up the good work.

September / October 2019

Charlevoix Yacht Club Binnacle

page 2

North Channel & Door County - The View from the Deck
Bob Fawcett

The North Channel trip started July 6, we headed for St. Ignace and attended the Great Lakes Cruise Club Rendezvous
with Marcia and Ron Herbst. We then headed to Gore Bay where we hooked up with Max Carthew and Jo. We
cruised together the next several weeks with stops in Little Current and Killarney. Anchorages along the way included
a couple of days at the Pool in Baie Fine. It was a great trip and even the weather cooperated. Made it back for the last
day of Venetian and saw the fireworks.

The trip across the lake to Door County started Sunday, August 4. We crossed a smooth Lake Michigan through
Death’s Door into Green Bay. Arrived at Sister Bay after lunch and tied up in their Municipal Marina. We were glad
we left a day earlier then planned because a big storm blew through the next day. Next stop was Menominee
Michigan, directly across Green Bay, then Fish Creek and Sturgeon Bay.
When we then made the crossing back to the Michigan side with a stop in Leland overnight before going into Grand
Traverse Bay to meet up with Ron and Marcia Herbst.
We spent a few days in the Bay with stops in Northport and Elk Rapids before heading back home to Charlevoix.
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Elevations
Sail Charlevoix Season Success
by Tom Barnes

The Lake Charlevoix Mariners / Sail Charlevoix
Program is wrapping up a watershed season. Diane Allen is our
Registrar and she has done yeoman’s work to organize our
registration process. It’s almost a given that we had strong
attendance numbers, considering the amazing improvement in
our marketing and online registration. As of August 11, we had
367 Learn-to-Sail sessions, 6 Racing sessions, 30 Junior
Venetian Regatta participants, and 9 Adult students in the
books.
The Sail Charlevoix brand is growing and has been seen online and in person more than ever before. The 4th
of July Parade in Boyne, Venetian Street Parade, Tomahawk Regatta at LTYC and picnics at both school venues;
almost daily posts on Facebook and 240 Facebook page likes; 98 posts and 194 followers on Instagram…WOW! Dan
Tosch leads the marketing team and we have several talented contributors and editors. A successful “Crew” group
was founded this year to include parents and grandparents in volunteer activities and to give them a venue for
sharing thoughts and suggestions.
Through the Streetside
generosity of several donors including a grant from the Charlevoix County Community
Foundation (C3F) we were able to purchase 2 new JY15s (now made of fiberglass for greater longevity). In a naming
ceremony that included key donors, one boat was christened “Papa John” in honor of our friend and past Treasurer
John Friedly. The other JY15 was christened Gotcha! to extend the legacy of Mike and Rhea Dow’s J29 of the same
name. Gotcha! was sold this year to the Deitch/Copeland family and the proceeds were donated to the Mariners.
Stan Carroll assembled a great staff with Devin Hope as Head Instructor and Caroline DuBois-Weber leading
the racing program. We have a strong returning group of instructors for next season and a healthy Junior Leader
group ready to move up.
As the Yacht Club prepares to break ground, the Mariners will begin in earnest our planning for our move to
Ferry Beach/Irish Pier. To be ready for the 2021 Season at the new facility, we have some big tasks, and we are
looking for help. The general plan is to build a floating dock along the south edge of the Irish North pier, over City of
Charlevoix bottom land. We need to develop dock plans, gain agreements with CYC, CYC Corp., Irish Boat Shop,
City of Charlevoix and likely several regulating agencies.
We expect the costs for the approximately 150 feet of floating dock to be in the range of $100,000. More than
just the money, we need a team to help us through the process. For decades we have dreamed of having a Yacht Club
on the water and integrating the Sail Charlevoix program into the Club. That vision is now gaining clarity. If you can
help in any way, please contact Tom Barnes at tfbarnes@charter.net, or any of our board members. Mariners board
members include Stan Carroll, Lynn Smolenyak, Andy Allen, Ron DeCosse, and Al Pertner.
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Apothecary
Jenny Bednar

In 1980 Frank Ochs bought a Pearson 26 and named her according to

his profession. Frank was a phamacist and owner of the Rexall Drug
Store in downtown Charlevoix. Since then Apothecary has recovered
from several major mishaps, kept generations of drunken sailors safe,
and endeared herself to many people in the Charlevoix community.
For a time she had the distinction of a crew that included 4 generations
of the Ochs' family. Frank, his son John, grandson Michael, and greatgranddaughter Grace.
Part of why she is so well known in the community is her participation
in every Venetian Boat Parade since 1983. July 4, 1981 Frank, John,
Michael, Tom, and John's wife, Lani, discovered the joy of the journey
from Charlevoix to Beaver Island by sail. As anyone who has made that
trip knows, it can be a dream or it can be a nightmare. Regardless,
Frank was hooked and has not missed a CYC Beaver Island Regatta
since. Though we don't see him on board these days, I'm sure he is still
making that journey with his kin. One trip planned to Beaver Island
was thwarted by a prediction of rough seas. It was decided that the boys
would instead take a day trip to Boyne City, Lani would work the shift
at the pharmacy and meet them for dinner. Near dinner time Lani
received the message that had been radioed to the Beaver Island Ferry. The Ochs' boys had gotten "lost on the way to
Boyne City" and hoped Lani wouldn't mind flying to their dinner date, as they were fast approaching St. James
Harbor. Lani humored them and fun was had by all.
In 2005, in heavy weather on a Wednesday race night, there was a loud "Bang!! Bang!!" and Apothecary's mast and
main were in the water beside her. Cygnus temporary abandoned the race to help the crew retrieve the mast and
sails. Don Bowerman lent Apothecary a mast to allow her to finish the season. Over the winter another Pearson was
found, brought to the Och's farm, and renamed "Spare Parts". It is her mast that they still sail with today.
In 2018 Red Fox I was one of the crew, and witnessed, again, the generosity of our club members making a situation
that went wrong, turn out right. The thunder and lightening had just subsided and we were just starting to relax into
the final leg to Boyne City. Suddenly, we were spinning. Michael was at the helm and I turned around ready to hassle
him for goofing off. He had a rather startled look on his face and was holding the tiller vertically, completely free of
the helm. By the grace of Frank's ghost, we did manage to not lose anyone overboard, get the boat under control, and
make our way safely to Boyne City. Mike Miller lent us a tiller from Original Sin and we sailed happily home the next
day.
Recently it was again feared that Apothecary would not finish the season. There were whispered rumors that this
might be her end. People speculated whether the insurance would cover her latest injury or just scrap out her market
value. Apothecary had met the harbor wall at a pretty good speed due to a shifter cable failure. "Reverse" was
translated to "accelerate" and the results were catastrophic. The follow week, Michael and some of the crew had
gathered at the slip to comfort ailing Apothecary and each other with a few beers. Bob Grove came up to them and
said, "This boat must fixed, and I know a guy who can do it." Bob then coordinated a place for the repair to happen
and a connection between John and Al Pertner. Apothecary came out of the water July 8 and went back in hale and
whole July 19. She sailed the 2019 Beaver Island Regatta and entered the 2019 Venetian Boat Parade. Thank you Bob
and Al. Frank would be proud.
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So…You Bought a Boat…

Island and we tacked
to the east. It became
clear we would have to
stay on port tack far
too long, and I had to
arrive in St. James by
4:45pm to catch the
ferry home to go to
work. We started the
engine and the front
passed about the same
time. All was calm,
and we motored north
at 5 knots. The boat,
however, had another
lesson on the schedule.

Will Harrison

Some wise person once said “Good decisions come from
experience. And experience, well that comes from poor
decisions”. I believe the true originator of this quote is lost
to history. It has been ascribed to more than one famous
person, but it has also been attributed to everyone’s
favorite fictional bear, Winnie-the-Pooh. I am going with
Pooh, because it is simply a lot more fun to quote Pooh
than Mark Twain.
In just a few short months of boat ownership, Jenny and I
have learned quite a lot of things. One thing we have
learned is that boat ownership involves a LOT of
decisions! There are decisions to be made before the boat
is in the water, decisions to be made at the dining room
table away from the boat, decisions to be made at the dock,
and of course decisions to be made while under way.
People who waffle may want to reconsider the decision to
buy a boat.
Every decision we have made has come with a lesson, and
most of them have been good; the lessons that is. We are
probably 50/50 on the decisions. One of the reasons we
wanted a boat was to go places. There is a great deal of
satisfaction in planning a trip, casting off, and arriving at
your destination having used all your skills of seamanship
and navigation. Or, at least, having steered somewhat near
your planned course, stayed close to the magenta line on
the GPS, and finding the shoreline close enough to the
harbor to finally identify the entrance. We planned our
first real trip on SV Seeker for Fourth of July weekend, and
it was an experience. (mostly good)
Lesson One: You sail in the weather you find, not the
weather forecast. Of course, we were watching the weather
closely right up to 7 am. on the day of departure. Forecast
was 7-9 knots until 3 pm., then building to 12-14. Not bad
at all. We caught the 9 am. bridge, and after motoring clear
of the bay and making sail we settled in on a course of
about 330 at 4.5 knots. Within an hour, seas had built to 4
feet, occasional 5 to 6, steady 16-18 knots gusting over 20.
We rolled in the jib five turns and moved on to Lesson
Two: Reefing.
I have read “If you think about reefing, or are discussing
reefing, then reef.” So, pitching and rolling at 6+ knots
into waves that crashed over the bow every three minutes,
we managed a reef in the main. For five hours we beat to
weather, lifted toward the Island, but not comfortable at
all. Two crew were seasick, in spite of them having taken
precautions against it. Finally, we were due south of the
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After starting the engine, I went below to pump the bilge.
Soon, more nice clean lake water was entering the bilge
than was leaving it. Lesson Three: Quick, accurate
troubleshooting is an essential boating skill. The loop on
the bilge pump discharge line did not have an anti-siphon
valve. With high engine power and four adults in the
cockpit, the discharge thru-hull was submerged, allowing
a siphon. It took about 1 minute to figure out, and I was
able to get in the lazarette and lift the bilge pump above
the water line. Problem solved.
The sail home was exactly what we wanted; a gentle
broad reach in the sunshine, never touching the sails and
steering straight for home. A perfect cruise. It seems to
me, owning a boat is like getting a four-year degree.
We are barely through the
first semester and learning
a lot as we go. Some of the
courses have a pretty stiff
grading curve, but I am
sure if we persevere, we will
eventually graduate with
honors. And, like any
degree, it is really only a
license to continue
learning; albeit with a bit
more experience, and
hopefully better and better
decisions.
“What day is it?” asked
Pooh. “Windsday” said
Piglet. “My favorite day,”
said Pooh.
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A BIG THANK YOU to all of the volunteers that worked on the Nu-core and Red Fox Regattas.
This fundraiser would not be possible without everyone's support.
Thank you.
CYC Red Fox Regatta Chairman
Jim Abbey

