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Upcoming Club
Events
Every Sunday in November
Arena Racing in Round Lake
Mon. Nov. 11 CYC Board
Meeting
Sat. Nov. 16 Awards Night
(see page 6 for details)
Sun. Nov. 24 Cranberry Cup
(finally of Arena Racing)
Mon. Nov. 25 Mariner's
Board Meeting

Waterfront Yacht Club Building Construction Begins
The Ground Breaking Ceremony Friday, September 20, was a very special day for our
club members. The dream of a waterfront facility for CYC that began over thirty years
ago took sure steps toward becoming a reality.
The ceremony was attended by a number of our members including Commodore Bob
Grove and Irish Boat Shop founder, Dave Irish. "Charlevoix has a long history of
yachting and boating. This cements the future of the yacht club and provides a
significant place where boaters can meet," said Bob Grove. It is estimated it will take
18 months to complete the 10,000 sq. foot two-floor building.
City planners have called the overall project a "great usage"of the property. "The
landscaping and building itself really did a good job of keeping views open for
neighboring properties," said Charlevoix Zoning Administrator Jonathan Scheel when
zoning was approved earlier this year.

"They will be good neighbors, a good
value for the citizens of the city with
another place on the water for events,
better facilities for our boaters, " Scheel
said.

Fri. Nov. 29 Club closed Happy Thanksgiving !!!
Mon. Dec. 9 CYC Board
Meeting
Mon. Dec. 23 Mainer's Board
Meeting
Fri. Dec. 27 Last Night
Potluck (last chance to use
2019 tickets)
Fri. Dec ???? As of press time
no one has volunteered to
host a winter holiday themed

As you can see in these photos
posted to the Yacht Club's
Facebook page by John Kunitzer,
our construction crew is making
good use of the mild fall weather.
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Red Fox Reattatta
The 2019 Red Fox Regatta was another successful
weekend of racing and festivities. A big thank you to all
of the CYC volunteers and to our sponsors.
There were 53 boats competing this year, including
many of our members. As in years past, we enjoyed two
days of racing the length of Lake Charlevoix and an
evening of memory making dockside in Boyne City.

50th Anniversary

of the
Next year is the
Red Fox Regatta! We want the 50th to be spectacular
and are thinking about some new activities and buildup
Streetside
to the Labor Day weekend.
While you are escaping (or
enjoying) the coming snow we need your ideas for logo
designs, clothing options, activities, how to get more
boats in the race, food, anything you can think of to
make our 50th memorable. Please feel free to contact
me, Jim Abbey, at jbabbey1@yahoo.com, or
313-467-7408.

Editor's Note: Thank you Perry Irish Hodgson for the
photos. You can see more photos of Red Fox and our
other activities on our Facebook page, on our website,
and now on Instagram as well. Our media team
includes Jerry Seymore (website updates and email
newsletter), Jennifer Carroll, Diane Allen, and John
Kunitzer (Facebook), Perry Irish Hodgson
(Instagram), and Jenny Bednar (Binnacle). If you need
help getting the word out, we are here to for you.
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HalloweenStock
The Charlevoix Yacht Club has many fun activities throughout
the year. Mardi Gras, Valentine's Dinner, Super Bowl Party,
Beginning of Summer Bash, Oktoberfest, and the Halloween
Party, to name a few.
On October 25, this year's Halloween Party was hosted by the
Mod Squad 6; Sandie and Terry Walkington, Cory and Doug
Baker, and Diane and Andy Allen. The theme was
Woodstock's 50 Year Anniversary.
The Mod Squad 6 threw out a challenge to the Club,
"Michael Lange may have messed up his 2nd attempt at
Woodstock, but we can show him how CYC does Halloween
Woodstock! Come as your favorite rock star from Woodstock
or as any rock star of the era. Your idol isn't with us
anymore? How appropriate to show up as Zombie Jim
Morrison? It is Halloween after all !"

Pictured above is this year's Halloween gang. Lynn
decided to have pun with the theme and brought her
own wood stock.

Sticking with the Woodstock theme, Club members were also
encouraged to dress as Hippies or as Flower Children. This
meant that we all got to have fun raiding our closets for dusty
items that have hung there for decades (waiting patiently and
macabrely for an occasion such as this). A little browse of
Amazon and of the local thrift shops helped to supplement
the flowery, psychedelic threads.
Refreshments included Taco Haze (taco soup), Chicken Strut
(white chicken chili), Fire Sliders (chicken BBQ) and other
ghoulish foods shared by the "CYC Hippie Commune".
Prizes were given for Best Outfit, Best Duo, Group, and
Scariest Rock Star.
Pictured below is the 2017 Halloween gang. One of the
Frankensteins and his Bride were newlyweds, Andy and
Diane. The other Bride of Frankenstein (Cory) and her
groom (Doug) vowed to have a super scary time that evening.
Dorothy (Sandie) and her Scarecrow (Terry) were skipping
over rainbows and clicking their heels with delight. A blast
was had by all.

The, "...on the bus or off the bus?" photo booth was
a groovy with all ages. Do check out the complete
photo collection on Facebook.
Challenge #2 from the rocking, soulful Mod Squad
6: your turn to team up, brainstorm, and throw a
future party that everyone can enjoy. Contact a
Jenny Bednar or Jerry Seymour to get your event
posted to the website calendar and weekly email
newsletter. With the New Year approaching, there
are many 2020 Fridays available. A joint effort with
your fellow club members is a fun way to meet your
volunteer obligation.
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Arena Sailing and Cranberry
Cup
Tom Barns

In 1987 Bill Kenifeck and I bought new J22s and
joined the growing Charlevoix fleet lead by Bill
Babel. Bill is an enthusiast and organizer and, not
being content to beat the rest of us for only 5
months, founded
fo
Arena Sailing in Round Lake.
Arena Sailing took its name from the fairly new sport
of Arena Football, which played on a small field
during the off season, which seemed fitting.
du
This year racing starts Sunday, October 20 and ends
with the Cranberry Cup the Sunday following
Thanksgiving, December 1st. We have the potential
for 8 boats but expect most weeks will have 5-7. We
race 6 races starting at 1:00PM and usually ending in
time to watch the Lions lose around 3. The typical
race lasts 20 minutes in which you get a start, 3 mark
roundings, and a finish. So in one day we get as
much practice at these elements as one would in an
entire Wednesday night series. A premium is placed
on rules knowledge as there are always close
crossings and crowded marks.
Last year, our guests from Tawas (sailing Hog Tide)
took away our Cranberry Cup and our local fleet
needs to bring this back to Charlevoix where it
belongs.

There is almost always room for a guest skipper or crew
so please come down and join the fun. Watching from the
Taproom is the third best way to enjoy Arena Sailing,
right after joining our faithful Race Committee John
Kunitzer (pictured below) for a front row seat of the action.
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In fact, a boat’s Project Factor (PF) is increased by
the square of the distance from the water in miles
divided by π (3.14159) multiplied by the dollars
available on your credit card. For example, our
boat’s PF is 916.7.

So…You Bought a Boat…

Will Harrison

“Honey, what happened to the dining room?” “What?”
“The dining room; it was right here yesterday. Now I can’t
find it.” “Um, come out of the kitchen and turn left?”
“Yeah, but all I see is a giant pile of stuff.” “That would be
all the boat stuff. We hauled out, remember?” “Oh yeah,
right. Hauled out…”
For those of use who confine our boating to North of the
36th parallel (approximately Greensboro, NC for those
who would like a reference), some version of the above
conversation is an annual tradition. While ice boats are a
thing, boats in ice are a bad idea. Thus, the annual haulout was born. Like many other boating experiences, the
haul-out is a marker along the channel of the boat
ownership journey, and it offers a moment to reflect on the
voyage so far.
Our boat ownership voyage is still young; It seems only a
month or two ago we splashed into the water, and now the
day of launch has only just slipped below the horizon. We
have packed a good deal of “experience” into our first
season. Now we get to chart our way through the first
Winter of boat ownership. Like any other navigation
problem, it starts with a plan.
Like any other plan, of mice, men, or boaters, it will most
assuredly go astray. But you still need to have a plan. Like
many a new owner before us, our first season ‘on the hard’
is going to involve some significant projects. If you have
been following this column you will recall “boat” being
synonymous with “project”. This does not change just
because the boat is resting on a cradle or a trailer in a field,
barn, or heated, custom-built storage facility.

This ‘PF’ can be used for a variety of useful
calculations. For example, PF divided by 10 is the
number of projects you will talk about doing over
the winter. PF divided by 100 is the actual number
of projects you will begin over the winter. PF
times π is the number of dollars you will likely
spend if you complete all the projects you begin
from step two. PF divided by 100, times 0.25 is the
actual number of projects you will fully realize
over a typical off-season. Math is such a finite,
sobering reality. No wonder so many people get
degrees in Marketing.
Author’s note and disclaimer – The above
mathematical formulae are purely made up by the
author on the fly and after a glass of good scotch; no
basis in science nor any statistical correlation is
implied, no mathematical proofs are offered. I hate
showing my work.
In spite of any cold, hard numbers, the basic truth
of boating is that it is emotional. In all of our
boating experiences, how we felt is at the heart of
them. I remember the excitement we tried to
suppress when we were examining the boat prior
to purchase. The excitement we didn’t suppress
when she was hanging in the Travel-lift just before
being splashed for the first time in two years. The
melancholy I felt as I gathered everything that
could be lifted and placed it in a cart in preparation
for haul-out. The strange feeling of motoring over
to the boat yard and tying up for the last time in
2019. I think for most of us, and for myself and
Jenny for sure, the boat has a soul. And, we mess
about in boats because it is good for our own souls.
Each season we have experiences; some routine
and familiar, some new and exciting, one or two
harrowing when you are in them. But I think all of
us cling to and recount the golden moments that
make it all worthwhile. Our first season has
included many of the various types of things one
can experience in a boat. I am looking forward to
the Winter projects, our boat’s PF
notwithstanding. I am also looking forward to
being able to see the dining room again. “Honey,
can you help me get this stuff to the basement?”

